Holston Middle School 2016-2017
8th Grade Honors Reading Language Arts
Course Outcome

Course Description
This year in Reading Language Arts, students will be engaging in a variety of writing modes, participating in in-depth inquiry and analysis of complex text, and experiencing rigorous classroom discussions led by both the teacher and their peers.
Throughout the year, students will be embracing critical thinking skills, collaboration with peers, communication with peers and adults, and creativity to master the State Standards in order to prepare for the new End of Year Assessment for Reading Language Arts.
Course Expectations

1. All students will be held to high academic standards at all times. 
2. Students are expected to be on time and prepared for class everyday.

3. Students are expected to take ownership of their learning.
4. Honors students will be responsible for additional readings outside of class every nine weeks.   These readings will be assessed through independent projects.
Standards
This year, Reading Language Arts will follow the State Standards. The State Standards are a set of clear standards for Reading Language Arts that were developed to ensure every student graduates high school prepared for college or the workforce. The standards reflect rigorous learning benchmarks. For more information, please visit http://www.tncore.org/

Instruction
Topics Covered and Pacing
Students will progress through the course in modules centered around a common theme that guides the reading, writing, and grammar content.
Materials Needed

See supply list on school webpage (http://holstonms.knoxschools.org/)

- Ream of copy paper (to be left in RLA class)
- Two pocket/three prong folder 

- 1-subject Spiral notebook 
- Individual student computers daily
Texts

Prentice Hall Literature: Common Core Edition

Current events articles to be used in class discussions may be pulled from, but not limited to: Time Magazine, The New York Times, Knoxville News Sentinel, newsela.com etc. Students will be reading both literary and informational extended and shorter texts (i.e.: poems, news articles, music lyrics, drama, speeches, essays, etc.) Novels will include: Nothing But the Truth, Night, Daniel’s Story, and Boy in the Striped Pajamas.

*If you do not approve of a specific resource listed in this syllabus, please make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment and/or materials will be provided.  The request should include your name, the student’s name, the specific activity/materials in which you do not want your child to participate or to which you do not want them exposed, and the nature of your objection.
Assessment
Assessments

Students are expected to be prepared, study effectively, ask questions, be proactive in their learning and give their best effort on all assessments. Students will be assessed on their progress throughout the year in the following ways:


Honors Midterm Exam

Process Papers (i.e.: research papers, literary analyses, etc)

End of Year State Assessment
Tests
Timed Writings

Quizzes
Canvas Learning Management System

Canvas will be a central location to stay updated on student assignments and progress.
Grading and Assignments
1.  In this course, assignments will be categorized with each category holding a percentage of the final grade.  
1st Semester
· 30% Formative Assignments (classwork, homework, writing, etc.) 
· 40% Summative Assignments (tests, quizzes, projects) 
· 15 % Anchor Projects

· 15% Honors Midterm 
2nd Semester
· 30% Formative Assignments (classwork, homework, writing, etc.)
· 40% Summative Assignments (test, quizzes, projects)

· 15% Anchor Projects

· 15% State End of Year Assessment        

2.  Grading will follow Knox County Schools Policy

A= 93-100     B= 85-92     C= 75-84     D= 70-74     F= 69 and below

3.  Every student is expected to complete every assignment on time. 
Parent Portal
I will communicate with the student and parent through Canvas.  In order to give timely feedback, I will update grades at least once per week on Aspen.
Late work
1. Work will be considered late if the assignment is not turned in on the date due.
2. Late work will receive a deduction of 5 points of the assignment for each day late.
Make-up work policy
1. Attendance plays a vital role in student success and achievement in school.  Please make every effort to attend every day.  I understand that things happen and that absences are sometime inevitable.  Students are responsible for getting make-up work immediately upon returning to school. 
2. The importance of attending school regularly cannot be emphasized too much.  Students are responsible for getting any work missed.  The student has one day for each day missed to complete missing work.  If work is not turned in on the appropriate day, student work will be deemed late and incur the penalty for late work. If a student has an extended absence, I will meet with the student to adjust the completion time frame.
Extra Credit Policy
Extra credit will not be given.  Students are expected to do their best on every assignment as it is assigned.  If work is completed on time, extra credit will not be necessary.  
Helpful Websites

1. Canvas

https://knoxschools.instructure.org
2. Aspen-grades and missing work
https://aspen.knoxschools.org 
3. Knox County Schools Homepage

http://www.knoxschools.org
4.  Holston Middle School Homepage

https://www.knoxschools.org/holstonms
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud.  Students who are found guilty of plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment.  Parents should be involved in making the decision.

According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition:

                “Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been rephrased.  It includes, but is not limited to the following:

1.      Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work;

2.      Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source;

3.      Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source;

4.      Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its creator.”

Board Policy I-431 on Religion in the Curriculum for all Math, Science, ELA and Social Studies classes

The Board affirms that it is essential that the teaching about religion—and not of a religion be conducted in a factual, objective and respectful manner in accordance with the following: 

· 1. Music, art, literature, or drama with a religious theme or basis are permitted as part of the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs provided it is essential to the learning experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively; 

· 2. The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature and history shall be only as extensive as necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas. Such studies shall never foster any particular religious tenets or demean any religious beliefs; and 

3. Student-initiated expressions to questions or assignments which reflect their beliefs or non-beliefs about a religious theme shall be accommodated. For example, students are free to express religious belief or non-belief in compositions, art forms, music, speech and debate.
How to contact Ms. Pallesen:
· Email: karen.pallesen@knoxschools.org
· Phone: 865-594-1300 between 2:10-3:30
Name: __________________________________________________             Class Period: ___________
Please sign below to indicate that you have read the PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS for Ms. Pallesen’s Honors RLA class. I will keep this page of your student’s syllabus as an acknowledgement that it has been read by both student and parent/guardian.

Thank you. 

· I have read and been explained the course syllabus during class, and any questions I had were answered. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: ____________

· I have read and reviewed my student’s course syllabus for Honors ELA.

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Print Name: ___________________________________________________________
Parent Email: ___________________________________________________________________________
Parent Phone #: _________________________________________________ (work)

Parent Phone #: _________________________________________________ (home)

Parent Phone #: _________________________________________________ (cell)

Other Contact Name: _________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________________________________________​​​______ (work, home or cell)
Best time for parent to be reached:  Example: Morning from 9 - 11:30





Morning: __________________





Afternoon: _________________





Evening: __________________
